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By Rozana Sani

INFORMATION and 
communications technology 
(ICT) tools no longer belong 

just to the geek domain. With 
ICT being very much part and 
parcel of our daily lives today, it 
is common to see people carrying 
around numerous technology 
gadgets.

What is the ultimate “must-
have” gadget? Well, Tech&U has 
conducted a street poll and found 
that the mobile phone wins that 
title hands down.

IT manager Budi Hermawan 
Saka carries with him at all times 
a Nokia N73 Music Edition. He 
communicates, listens to music, 
takes pictures, plays games and 
connects to the Internet using the 
same handset.

“I make voice and video calls 
and text-message, and can listen 
to my favourite songs while 
on the go. (The handset) has 
2GB (gigabyte) of memory,” the 
30-year-old says.

Budi also takes full advantage 
of the model’s 3.2-megapixel 
auto-focus feature.

“I can snap pictures whenever 
I like without having to carry 
another digital camera and put it 
on my blog. (The handset) also 
has the capability to record video. 

“On the gaming side, I play 
Java or Symbian games on this 
phone with screen resolutions up 
to 240 by 320 pixels. 

“And when I need to work, I 
can use this phone to browse the 
Internet via 3G (third-generation) 
network, or use it as a modem to 

my laptop,” Budi says.
Budi is willing to spend up to 

RM2,000 on a phone, depending 
on his current needs.

“At the moment, I’m looking 
at the PDA (personal digital 
assistant) as a possible upgrade,” 
he says.

For medical officer-cum-trainee 
lecturer Dr Ezura Madiana Md 
Monoto, not a day goes by 
without her taking advantage of 
her Atom O2 PDA phone.

“It is a handphone, a diary or 
planner, a camera, and a source 
of information for downloadable 
medical stuff,” the 27-year-old 
says.

“I spent RM2,000-plus on it. I 
have not upgraded it since I first 
bought it last year.”

Ezura’s sister, Ezani Md 
Monoto, carries a trusty hand-
me-down Sony Ericsson K750c 
phone.

“My sister passed the phone 
to me when she upgraded to a 
PDA phone. I don’t mind using 
an older model, as long as all 
the functions that I need are 
available. Basically, it keeps me in 
touch with people,” the 22-year-
old dentistry student says.

Ezani stores music and 
recordings of the lectures she 
attends, among other things, in 
the 1GB Memory Stick model.

“I spend at least an hour a day 
commuting to the university on 
foot or by bus, so having some 
mobile entertainment is definitely 
convenient. I like that I don’t have 
to carry a different gadget around 
for music functions,” she says.

“The Memory Stick is also quite 

useful when I need to transfer 
files (photos, music or school 
work, provided that a Memory 
Stick reader is available).”

The Nokia N82 handset is the 
pick for Text 100 Public Relations’ 
account manager Lee Tiam Siang. 
In his possession for close to two 
months now, he considers it a 
necessary tool because it allows 
him do so much more beyond 
making calls and messaging.

“Unlike other models, the N82 
has a five-megapixel camera 
that comes with the new Xenon 
flash, which takes great pictures 
even at night. This is very useful, 
especially for someone like me 
who dedicates most of my time in 
the office and only hangs out in 
the evening,” he explains. 

“The built-in GPS (global 
positioning system) also helps 
me navigate to where I want to 
go, making map reading a lot 
easier and fun. I can even surf 
the Internet anytime, anywhere 
with the high-speed Wi-Fi and 
3.5G feature, not to mention the 
enhanced music player,” Lee 
adds.

Lee is also beginning to 
appreciate the N82’s S60 
platform. 

“I can install various 
applications, which add a lot 
of difference to the device. For 
example, I have explored the 
Share Online application and 
found that I can use Flickr on 
my mobile device, just like how I 
would on the desktop,” he says.

Lee plans to keep the handset 
for a while, having paid some 
RM2,400 for it.
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Magnifying phone cinema
RECOGNISING that it is not much fun to watch 
movies on a tiny cell phone, a number of 
companies are racing to develop gadgets that 
project what’s playing on the small screen onto 
walls, table cloths and other handy surfaces.

“Pico projectors” that are small enough to 
carry around in a shirt pocket are expected 
on the market later this year. Eventually, the 
technology will be tiny enough to be built 
into phones and portable media players, the 
companies say.

Microvision Inc was at the CTIA Wireless 
industry show last week to demonstrate a 
prototype of its projector. It’s about the size of 
two full-sized iPods, but by the time it goes on 
sale later this year, it should be about 30 per 
cent smaller, said Russell Hannigan, company 
director of projector product management.

The technology differs substantially from 
standard projectors: Microvision’s unit shines 
red, green and blue lasers on a rapidly moving, 
one-millimetre square mirror, which “paints” the 
picture line by line, so fast that it blends into 
one image.

It’s also highly energy-efficient and allows the 
company to dispense with the fans and vents 
that standard projectors have. The goal for the 
first projector is a 2.5-hour battery life.

Microvision’s chief executive Alexander 
Tokman expects the projector to sell for US$300 
(RM960) to US$400 through its partners, of 
which Motorola Inc is the only one he was 
allowed to identify. – AP
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